Assistive Technology

The success story I am presenting took place in Durham, North Carolina at Githens Middle School. I was teaching eight grade Math & Science. Two of my classes, one math and one science class had a mainstreamed autistic student in each class. At the beginning of the school term my math class (which was made-up of 15 boys & 3 girls) had a habit of making fun of the autistic student. I ask a team teacher to watch the autistic student for a half of a class period, and the rest of the class and myself had a “feelings session”. In this feeling session we had an open-ended discussion about being different. This feeling session worked! To my surprise my students began defending the autistic student from other students not in our math class. If a student tried to make fun of the autistic student his classmates would tell them to stop and grow-up. I also began calling on the autistic student to come up to the front of the class and do blackboard problems along with the other students. I found by treating the autistic student, as a normal student (not making him special but a part of the whole) not only helped him to be accepted by his peers, but this student began talking! The autistic student began telling a joke to the class at the end of every math class. This may not seem to be a big success story to some but to me it is one of my biggest teaching success stories because this student would not speak in any of his other classes, only in my class. The feeling session had been a success. The students in that math class were some of the toughest students in the eight grade and were known to be discipline problems. However when it came to this autistic student no other students could make fun of him, well not as long as one of his math classmates was around. What action steps will be necessary for the successful implementation of your instructional model? When facing a class where some students are different from other students, a feelings session could bring about the results that the teaching is seeking, “emotional intelligence” from their students. Allowing the class to “air out” their feelings without any repercussions is the start to understanding.

