Laser Disc Players

I (being a Trekee) have always tried to incorporate technology into my teaching; for example using laser discs and portfolios while teaching eight graders in Durham, NC in 1997. I was involved in a county educational project that provided one Math and Science Teacher from every middle school a laser disc player with educational discs and yearlong workshops on teaching with technology and rubrics. The project lasted for a year and provided some interesting data. The math class I was teaching had students who scored below grade level on the End of Grade Testing (EOG) for North Carolina. The EOG are state wide standardized tests given to students in grades 3 thru 8 and weights heavy on a student’s promotion. In fact, two-thirds of my math class had scored at level I. According to the North Carolina Public Schools: ‘The four achievement levels are standards established using teacher judgment during the initial development of the end-of-grade tests linked with student performance on the tests. The achievement levels set forth expectations of performance in mathematics at each grade. Students performing at Level I do not demonstrate mastery of grade-level competencies in mathematics; students performing at Level II demonstrate inconsistent mastery. In 1995, the State Board of Education established Levels III and IV, or consistent and superior mastery of grade-level competencies respectively, as the standard of performance for each grade. The State Board also stated that students performing at Levels I and II should receive some type of focused intervention at the local level in order to be successful’ (Research on End-of-Grade, 1997). Using the laser discs, alternative assessments and the teaching of test taking skills my math class students raised their EOG scores at least one grade level and a number of these students raised their scores two grade levels. I was very happy when the school counselor came to me with the news of these scores. I feel the incorporation of technology in the classroom, student-centered and project-based learning are hot topics in education today and many schools are moving in this direction.
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