Rubric for Humans Affect Shore Lines

For this project-based lesson two rubrics will be used for assessment tools. The first rubric will assess the research paper and the second rubric will assess the student presentations. Both rubrics will use the five point Likert scale. The difference between the two rubrics will be; the teacher will create the rubric for assessing the research paper and the students and the teacher will create the rubric for the student presentations.

The Research Paper
The research paper is another assessment tool that I will use for this project. For me research papers allow students to fine tune their skills of finding information, collecting supporting information and organizing that information into a presentable format. I will give my students a rubric for the research paper. According to Arter: rubrics are a set of general criteria used at evaluate a student’s performance in a given outcome area (Arter, J. & McTighe, J. 2001). Manning suggests that a rubric is an assessment that determines how a product, performance, or portfolio artifact is to be judged or graded (Manning, M., & Bucher, T., 2001). I like this type of assessment because it is interdisciplinary; the teacher can assess a student’s writing ability, research skills, organizational skills and time management skills. All of these skills can be used in other subject areas such as language arts, math and social studies. Criteria for research paper: paper must be at least five papers, paper must follow APA 5th edition format, paper must have at least three references, paper must have cover page, paper must have table of contents, paper must have introduction, paper must have conclusion and the paper must have reference page. For this set of criteria the following rubric was created:

Points: 1 point is the lowest score & 5 points the highest score

1= paper is five pages long & is APA formatted (one inch margins around all four sides & proper font used)

2= paper has covered point 1 & has at least three references

3= paper covers point 2 & has cover page (proper cover page has: running header, title of paper, student name, school name & date)

4= paper covers point 3 & has table of contents, an introduction

5= paper covers point 4 & has conclusion, proper reference page, no misspelled words & proper grammar use

	F=1
	Paper is five pages long
	APA formatted (one inch margins around all four sides & proper font used)
	
	

	D=2
	Paper has covered point 1
	Paper has at least three references
	
	

	C=3
	Paper covers point 2
	Paper has cover page (proper cover page has: running header, title of paper, student name, school name & date)
	
	

	B=4
	Paper covers point 3
	Paper has table of contents
	Paper has an introduction
	

	A=5
	Paper covers point 4
	Paper has a Conclusion
	Paper has APA 5th edition Reference Page
	Paper has no misspelled words & proper grammar use


Presentations
The last assessment tools that I will use for this project will be presentations and performance. For the performance assessment, the students will be observed and grade for proper lab safety skills, group cooperation skills and computer skills. As for the performance skills students will be asked to create a presentation that will show the results of their research paper. A rubric for this aspect of the project (the presentation) will be developed with the aid of the students and me, the teacher. Allowing the students to have input in the development of a rubric gives the student an interest in the project, a feeling of being and the power of setting up guidelines. Having set and given the rubric for the research paper to the student before jointly creating the rubric for the presentations will give the students a feel for what a rubric looks like. Possible criteria for the presentation rubric (which will be created during a brainstorming session) are: does presentation represent the student’s research paper, creativity, uniqueness, time (too long, too short) and look (is the presentation colorful, pleasing to the eye). Remember this is a joint creation; the teacher should use a democratic method for choosing which criteria will be used for the final presentation rubric.
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